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Signs of death in these cases are generally as follows :
The victim does not breathe and no heart-beat can be detected
by the hand or stethoscope. There is no pulse, the eyes are half
closed, the pupils are dilated, the jaws are clenched, the fingers are
bent, the tongue is between the teeth, there is froth in the mouth,
the nose is slimy and the whole body extremely pale. A feather
held over the mouth does not flutter nor does vapour collect on the
mirror. If all these symptoms are present, it may be taken that
life is extinct. But Dr. Moore says that even with these signs, life
is sometimes not over. The only definite symptom of death is that
decomposition starts within the body. We may conclude from this
that hope should be abandoned only after prolonged treatment has
been given.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 26-7-1913
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103. LETTER TO H. S. L POLAK

[JOHANNESBURG,
August 19 1913]

MY DEAR HENRY,

I see that you have not allowed the grass [to grow] under your
feet. Already you have worked the oracle. I see your hand in
Reuter's cable also. All this does not surprise me. You have
accustomed me to those experiences of your ability to identify
yourself with your cause.

The strike affair here paralyses all other activity. It is im-
possible to expect the ministry to do anything just now for us. But
your work there will tell whenever the negotiations are reopened.